“The purpose of evaluation is to improve, not prove.” - D.L. Stufflebeam[footnoteRef:0] [0:  Stufflebeam, D.L. (1983). The CIPP Model for program evaluation. In G.F. Madaus, M. Scriven, and D.L. Stufflebeam (Eds.), Evaluation Models: Viewpoints on Educational and Human Services Evaluation. Kluwer Nijhof.] 


It is important to distinguish between evaluation and research. The purpose of evaluation is to reflect upon and improve existing programs and practices for some target population such as youth. Research is intended to improve programs and practices for the larger field such as maker education or informal museum educators. Data collection and analysis are often similar between the two, but they differ on use and dissemination. Evaluation often stays in-house while research insights are often shared to a broader audience (e.g., conferences).

Regardless, we advise that you ask for approval from both children and adults (aged 18+) when collecting and analyzing any type of data. First, you should let them know why you are collecting data. Second, you should explain what you are asking them to do. Third, you should let children and adults know that it is okay to say “no” without any penalty or to stop their participation at any time, including skipping any part of the data collection they don’t want to answer such as a survey item. It may be the case that children will say “yes” and a parent “no.” In this case, data should not be collected. Fourth, you should assure them that no one else will know they are in the study and that the raw data will not be shared with anyone outside of the organization. Data should be stored in a safe place (e.g., password protected cloud, locked office). Fifth, when sharing findings, pseudonyms should be used if presenting the information gathered. We often let children and adults pick their own pseudonym for us to use, regardless of how silly it may seem to you (e.g., Monkey, Spiderman). This helps maintain anonymity. 

We provide an example of a child assent and parent consent below from a study conducted by a member of the AAA research team. We highlighted parts that you would change to fit your evaluation or research. If using for evaluation, you can remove the language regarding presentations.

If you are interested in research, ethics, compliance, and safety training, check out the Collaborative Institutional Training Initiative (CITI Program).


Child Assent
We are doing a research study; a research study is a special way to find out about something.  [PURPOSE] We are trying to find out how the afterschool program supports you and helps you see yourself as a science, technology, engineering, and math learner (or STEM learner).
If you want to be in this study, below is what we will ask you to do over the 14-week time period for the after-school program:
· You are being asked to be video-recorded using a camera that will be positioned in the room. The purpose is to understand how you change as a STEM learner from the beginning to the end of the afterschool program, particularly through your language and actions. This will help us figure out effective and non-effective activities to support other youth in their growth as STEM learners. This will occur each day of the afterschool program – 10 weeks, 2 hours each week. You can ask to stop being recorded at any time.
· We may also take pictures and/or videos of things you are doing and will ask permission beforehand. These will be posted to our website. The purpose of this website is to share with the public the various activities, what you do in the program, and your research projects.
· You may also be asked to take part in a group interview with 4 or 5 other kids to talk about the good and the bad of the afterschool program. This will happen at the end of the afterschool program. It will take about 30 minutes and will be done during the school day. You do not have to answer any question you do not want to answer.
Not everyone in the study will have something helpful happen to them, but we hope to learn something that will help other people someday.
Information collected for this research will be used to develop material and share teaching resources for others interested in using archaeology for teaching STEM. We will also share information from this study at conferences and in publications. No one will know your name.  A pseudonym or fake name will be used instead of your name. You will get to choose your pseudonym.
Your family and the researchers will know that you are in the study. Since you are younger than 18, your caregiver must also provide consent in order for you to participate. 
You do not have to be in this study.  If you decide to be in the study, but change your mind, you can stop being in the study at any time. Just let one of the researchers know.
 
I have had the opportunity to consider the information as expressed by the researcher. I have asked any questions necessary to make a decision about my participation.  I understand that I can ask additional questions throughout my participation.
 
	Video Recorded
	______ YES
	_______ NO

	Focus Group Interview (and be audio-recorded)
	______ YES
	_______ NO

	Post Photographs taken during afterschool on project website
	______ YES
	_______ NO

	Post Short Video Clips taken during afterschool on project website
	______ YES
	_______ NO


 Please sign your name.
____________________________________________________________________________________________________
 Your name (printing is OK)                                                                 	        	Date


Parent/Caregiver Consent
We are doing a research study; a research study is a special way to find out about something.  [PURPOSE] We are trying to find out how the afterschool program supports you and helps you see yourself as a science, technology, engineering, and math learner (or STEM learner).
Below is what we will ask your child(ren) to do over the 14-week time period for the after-school program:
· Your child(ren) is being asked to be video-recorded using a camera that will be positioned in the room. The purpose is to understand how they change as a STEM learner from the beginning to the end of the afterschool program, particularly through their language and actions. This will help us figure out effective and non-effective activities to support other youth in their growth as STEM learners. This will occur each day of the afterschool program – 10 weeks, 2 hours each week. You can ask to stop being recorded at any time.
· We may also take pictures and/or videos of things your child(ren) are doing. These will be posted to our website. The purpose of this website is to share with the public the various activities, what you do in the program, and your research projects.
· Your child(ren) may also be asked to take part in a group interview with 4 or 5 other kids to talk about the good and the bad of the afterschool program. This will happen at the end of the afterschool program. It will take about 30 minutes and will be done during the school day. They do not have to answer any question you do not want to answer.
Not everyone in the study will have something helpful happen to them, but we hope to learn something that will help other people someday. 
Information collected for this research will be used to develop material and share teaching resources for others interested in using archaeology for teaching STEM. We will also share information from this study at conferences and in publications. no one will know your child(ren)’s name.  A pseudonym or fake name will be used instead. Your child(ren) will get to choose their pseudonym.
Your child(ren) does not have to be in this study to be a part of the afterschool program. If you decide to allow your child(ren) to be in the study, but change your mind, your child(ren) can stop being in the study at any time. Just let one of the researchers know.
I have had the opportunity to consider the information as expressed by the researcher. I have asked any questions necessary to make a decision about my participation.  I understand that I can ask additional questions throughout my participation. In signing my name below, I understand that I am giving my permission for my child(ren) to be a part of the research study.
	Video Recorded
	______ YES
	_______ NO

	Focus Group Interview (and be audio-recorded)
	______ YES
	_______ NO

	Post Photographs taken during afterschool on project website
	______ YES
	_______ NO

	Post Short Video Clips taken during afterschool on project website
	______ YES
	_______ NO


 Please sign your name.
____________________________________________________________________________________________________
 Your name		                                                                	        	Date
List your child(ren)’s name(s) that you are providing consent to be a part of the research study.
___________________________________________________________________________________________________

 

