
PAPER HATS 

We used this activity in training to cover how you experience failure and perspective of 

both educator and learner. This activity also supported our goals of identifying open 

ended facilitation vs. explicit direction. 

Activity Plan: 

Form three groups 

Give oral instruction to whole group. “You will make a paper hat” 

Give each group different resources to make their paper hat. Each group should 

receive paper 

Group 1: Provide intricate inspiration photos only. These can be found online. 

Group 2: Provide step by step written instructions with somewhat confusing 

photos/diagrams. Again, you can find an array of step by step instructions online to 

utilize and/or adapt. 

Group 3: Provide no resources or instruction. 

 

Reflection Questions: 

 Where did you find challenges? Why? 

How did you work through it? 

What did you learn? 

Who motivated you? 
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